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Spring Student Involvement Fair features student organizations at UND
Political catch 
up
Following the election of 
President-elect Donald Trump 
back in November, we have 
finally reached Inauguration 
week. Today’s inauguration 
marks the beginning of the 
Trump administration.
The months following Presi-
dent-elect victory have seen the 
Trump team lay out his plans to 
follow through on his campaign 
promises.
The ceremony is set to take 
place on the West Lawn of The 
U.S. capitol. Time magazine 
reports the security screening 
will begin at 6 a.m., with music 
scheduled at 9:30 a.m., followed 
by opening remarks at 11:30 
a.m.
The Joint Congressional 
Committee on Inaugural Cer-
emonies announced the official 
transfer of power between Pres-
ident Obama and President-
elect Trump will happen at 
noon today.  
The Joint Congressional 
Committee on Inaugural Cer-
emonies has been responsible 
for the planning and execution 
of the swearing-in ceremonies 
and the luncheon for the inau-
guration of the President of the 
United States at the U.S. capitol, 
since 1901. The President-elect 
will be sworn in by Supreme 
Court Justice John Roberts.
The exact moment Trump 
becomes President will be at the 
moment he speaks the last word 
of the oath, “I Donald J Trump, 
do solemnly swear that I will 
faithfully execute the Office of 
President of the United States, 
and will to the best of my abili-
ty, preserve, protect and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States, so help me God.”
According to the Washing-
ton Post, during last week’s 
news conference Trump as-
sured the inauguration would 
be “very, very special, very 
beautiful,” and predicted “mas-
sive crowds.” However, the 
signals of the inauguration are 
mixed, as evident in the num-
ber of celebrities voicing their 
distaste of the President-elect’s 
inauguration.  
Despite this important mo-
ment in history, organizers of 
the Inauguration expect a high 
number of protesters, given 
President-elect Trump’s divi-
sive victory over Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton.
Although many Republi-
can lawmakers, such as House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, have di-
verged from the agenda of the 
President-elect, many Republi-
cans have changed their opin-
ions due to the intentions of the 
President-elect to repeal and 
replace the Affordable Care Act.
“We are in complete sync,” 
Ryan said on CNN. “We want 
to make sure that we move 
these things concurrently, at the 
same time, repeal and replace.” 
Repealing and replacing the Af-
fordable Care Act was a central 
point of the Trump campaign.
Alternatively a number of 
Democratic lawmakers plan 
not to attend President-elect 
Trump’s inauguration, accord-
ing to CNN.
The Democrat lawmakers 
who have publicly said they 
The distance from 
Crookston, Minn. to Indianap-
olis, Ind. is 879 miles. But for 
Sara Kaiser, a communication 
major attending the University 
of Indianapolis, it might as well 
have been one million.
While Kaiser showed up to 
college with dreams of one day 
working in sports information, 
she was becoming less confi-
dent in her choice. The pros-
pect of making little money, 
along with working nights and 
weekends, didn’t appeal to her, 
exactly.
That and sideline reporting 
during football games turned 
out to be much less fun than she 
originally imagined.
“When the coaches are 
screaming and you’re like, 
‘uh…hi!’” Kaiser said.
Battling homesickness and 
questioning her future, Kai-
ser took a job as a work study 
for the admissions office at her 
school. As this was a few years 
before social media, Kaiser’s 
days were filled with stuffing 
mailers to send out, but it was 
in that office that she found an 
unexpected path.
“I realized you can do this 
whole help students and get in-
volved have a good experience 
as a career,” Kaiser said. “So 
my very first job was working 
in an admissions office.”
 
Encouraging involvement
Nowadays, Kaiser is the Co-
ordinator of Student Organiza-
tions and Activities at the Uni-
versity of North Dakota. Her 
next big project is the Spring 
Student Involvement Fair, 
Wednesday Jan. 25, in the Me-
morial Union Ballroom from 11 
a.m. until 1 p.m.
Kaiser has been hosting 
events like the student involve-
ment fair for quite some time, 
and in her opinion, the impor-
tance of these events can’t be 
stressed enough.
“Not that college isn’t fun 
and exciting without doing 
anything outside of the class-
room,” Kaiser said. “But I think 
the things that make college 
memorable are the experiences 
that you have outside of the 
classroom and this is a great 
way to see what is available for 
students.”
The event will feature stu-
dent organizations from all 
over campus and will serve as 
a chance for students to speak 
with other students represent-
ing their respective organiza-
tion.
Along with the organiza-
tions, there will be up to six 
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“Research shows that when students get involved 
in the first six weeks of school, they’re more likely to 
stay enrolled in school and earn better grades.”
Sara Kaiser
Coordinator of Student Organizations and Activities
Getting involved
In this issue’s Features section
                                                   Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
The North Dakota Museum of Art showcases many di-
verse pieces of art by local and international artists on the 
UND campus.
                                                   Daniel Yun / Dakota Student
UND students visit club booths during the Student Involvement Expo on August 19, 2016 outside the Chester Fritz Auditorium.
Matt Eidson
The Dakota Student
In this issue’s Sports section
                                                   Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
(From left) Abbey Stanley, Alyssa MacMillan, Annie 
Chipman and Abby Thiesen of the UND women’s hockey 
team celebrate the blue team victory at the Winter Classic 
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President-elect Donald Trump speaks at a Conservative Party of New York Marriott 
Maruis Hotel.
2 | NEWS
Liz Kacher is a staff writer for The 
Dakota Student. 
She can be reached at
mary.kacher@und.edu
“It’s a way to make a diff erence in my community. 
People who are educated are more likely to vote, they’re 
more likely to participate in their community.”
Sara Kaiser
Coordinator of Student Organizations and Activities
1 | Involvement
nonprofi t organizations 
coming in the hopes of 
fi nding volunteers for 
diff erent events in the fu-
ture. One of the nonprofi t 
organizations att ending 
this years student in-
volvement fair is the Spe-
cial Olympics of North 
Dakota, who will be look-
ing for student volunteers 
to assist in running tour-
naments in the future.
Encouraging students
Kaiser’s drive can be 
factored down to her ded-
ication toward students. 
She believes wholeheart-
edly that encouraging 
students to get out and 
experience all the campus 
and community has to of-
fer is the key to success.
“Research shows that 
when students get in-
volved in the fi rst six 
weeks of school, they’re 
more likely to stay en-
rolled in school and earn 
bett er grades,” Kaiser 
said.
Striving to make the 
community experience 
as enriching as the school 
experience, Kaiser as-
sist in sett ing up events 
for students like movie 
nights, bowling nights 




will not be at the ceremo-
ny today include Georgia 
Rep. John Lewis, Texas 
Rep. Al Green, Minnesota 
Rep. Keith Ellison and a 
number of other lawmak-
ers.
Georgia Rep. John 
Lewis, a civil rights ad-
vocate, told NBC News, 
“You cannot be at home 
with something that you 
feel that is wrong.”
“I will not att end the 
inauguration because 
conscience says it is the 
right thing to do,” Green 
said in a statement, ref-
erencing Martin Luther 
King.
The Democratic law-
makers who have public-
ly stated they will not be 
in att endance of the inau-
guration are not alone in 
their decision. A number 
of musicians have de-
clined to perform at the 
inauguration.
Numerous success-
ful artists, including El-
ton John, David Foster, 
U.K. superstars Charlott e 
Church and Rebecca Fer-
guson, Moby, 2 Chainz, 
The Beach Boys and Ice-T, 
have publicly stated they 
were asked but declined 
to perform, reported by 
Forbes.
Several artists that 
have formally been an-
nounced have backed out 
of their performances as 
Matt Eidson is the News Editor for 
The Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at
stewart.eidson@und.edu
a result of the backlash 
they’ve received for ap-
pearing to support the in-
auguration of President-
elect Trump. These artists 
include Broadway legend 
Jennifer Holliday and 
Bruce Springsteen cover 
act The B-Street Band.
However, there are 
performers who have 
agreed to be part of the 
inauguration. CBS News 
reported that yesterday’s 
performers include Toby 
Keith, 3 Doors Down, 
and Lee Greenwood, who 
also performed at the in-
augurations of Presidents 
Ronald Reagan, George 
H.W. Bush and George W. 
Bush.
The performances 
set to occur today in-
clude Jackie Evancho, the 
16-year-old who placed 
second on “America’s Got 
Talent” in 2010, as well as 
The Missouri State Uni-
versity Chorale, The Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir and 
The Radio City Rockett es.
The inauguration 
theme of the President-
elect, although controver-
sial, is an integral part of 
the impending presiden-
cy. The inaugural theme 
of the President-elect of-
ten sets the tone of the im-
pending presidency.
“Make America Great 
Again,” according to ABC 
News, is the inaugural 
theme the Trump team 
chose to use because it 
was the slogan during the 
campaign that helped the 





SPRING STUDENT INVOLVEMENT FAIR
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2017
MEMORIAL UNION BALLROOM | 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Learn more about student organizations and involvement opportunities at UND!
To register your student organization please visit: involvement.UND.edu
FREE     
PIZZA!
“The theme is very 
simple,” Trump inaugu-
ration Chairman Tom Bar-
rack said in a statement 
earlier this month. “The 
idea is to have a cross cut 
of harmony of America 
and normal Americans 
that refl ects on them, not 
on the power and prestige 
of this man.”
Past inauguration 
themes chosen by Presi-
dent Obama included “A 
New Birth of Freedom” 
used in 2009, and “Faith 
in America’s Future” in 
2013.
















 Though Kaiser left 
her hometown years ago, 
she’s glad to be back in 
North Dakota, but more 
specifi cally, she’s glad to 
be at UND.
“This is home,” Kaiser 
said. “But for me, I fi nd 
UND a fantastic place for 
students. You can get in-
volved in so many things 
or you can just pick your 
one or two litt le niche 
things that interest you.”
Kaiser’s love for the 
community pushed her to 
give back as much as she 
can.
“It’s a way to make a 
diff erence in my commu-
nity,” Kaiser said. “Peo-
ple who are educated 
are more likely to vote, 
they’re more likely to 
participate in their com-
munity, they volunteer…. 
I think that’s important 
and in some ways it’s giv-
ing back to my communi-
ty. I want to help students 
be good citizens, not just 
earn the A, get your de-
gree and head out the 
door.”
Raise Your Cups with the 
Women’s March 
on Washington
A number of people are scheduled to gather 
at Archives’ Coffee House at 10 a.m. on January 
21 in support of the Women’s March on 
Washington, following the inauguration of 
President-elect Trump. The event encourages 
attendees to speak up for a positive future for all.
According to the national event’s website, the 
Women’s March on Washington aims to “send a 
hold message to our new administration on their 
first day in office, and to the world, that women’s 
rights are human rights.”
During the event, participants will lift up their 
coffee cups to American ideals that are still 
attainable. Women are schedules to share what 
they value most about our country, and what 
they intend to protect.
Similar to those gathering at our nation’s 
capital, event coordinators invite people to
“Show UP, Stand UP, and to Speak UP 
for our rights, our safety, our health, 




The Dakota Student is dedicated to the free 
exchange of ideas. Opinion columns and letters to 
the editor will not be edited for content reasons, 
except in cases of criminal or civil liability. The 
Dakota Student reserves the right to edit or reject 
columns or letters for various reasons. The ideas 
expressed in columns and letters reflect the views 
of the writer and do not necessarily represent the 
opinion of the staff of the Dakota Student.
Editorial Policy
“The death of Bland made members of Black Lives Matter 
unite and hold remembrance towards her death. Only a few 
short hours after the mural was created, an unknown person 




In the past three weeks, 
we have had a series of 
seemingly bizarre legisla-
tive debate in the state of 
North Dakota, including but 
not limited to; forcing your 
computer to be labeled as an 
adult video device, a tax in-
crease from a governor who 
promised no new taxes, and 
last but not least, the ability 
to literally run people over 
on roads with no liability. 
Yes, you are reading that 
last one correctly. We could 
potentially live in a state 
which is less strict about 
running over pedestrians 
than the game Grand Theft 
Auto.
Clearly, this law is bi-
zarre, but it shows a con-
cerning trend across all 
states highlighting how 
supermajorities (Congress 
dominated by one political 
party) are a nightmare for 
the public. As legislators 
lose the necessity to argue 
with the opposing political 
party, they get increasingly 
radical in their laws, lead-
ing to a runaway feedback 
loop in which one bad idea 
gets through committee as 
a result of partisan politics 
rather than common sense. 
Traditionally, a legis-
lature is supposed to have 
some opposition in repre-
sentative democracies, with 
each political party having 
some influence over the 
crafting of policy, whether 
4 | Opinion 
Photo courtesy of Pixabay.com
Graffiti writing first started in the subway trains of New York City in the ‘60s
Separating Trump from his alt-right supporters
Photo courtesy of photosforclass.com
Donald Trump will be inaugurated as the 45th President of the United States today.
Graffiti, art or destruction of property
and historians alike have 
viewed these early forms 
of graffiti as art. In the 
earlier centuries such as 
14th and 15th centuries, 
many artists who could 
not afford parchment 
would create these wall 
paintings in or on the 
side of their homes. 
Artists like Leonardo 
Da Vinci were able to 
create pieces the size of 
a wall in a home. With 
our current era the view 
on graffiti has most cer-
tainly changed. 
With a rise of gang 
representation and rebel-
lious youth and adults, 
the degrading form of 
this art begins to show 
onto our streets. In larger 
urban cities like Los An-




Breanna Roen is a  staff writer for   The 
Dakota Student. She can be reached at 
breanna.roen@ndus.edu
As a resident of Grand 
Forks, chances are you or 
someone you know has 
been stuck waiting for a 
train to exit the town. We 
all get frustrated if there 
is somewhere we have 
to be and the train starts 
moving in reverse. As ir-
ritating as the situation 
may seem, we cannot 
help but watch the train 
go by. 
As the train slowly 
drags on the tracks, I 
have always been fas-
cinated by some of the 
graffiti that is spread 
across multiple cars. Sim-
ple cans of spray paint of 
many colors showcase 
themselves on the sides 
of the cars, showing 
everything from gang 
signs, curse words or ac-
tual paintings that look 
as if they could be hung 
up in a museum. These 
different styles of graffiti 
have caused quite a stir 
between people.
Is graffiti a work 
of art which should be 
maintained? Or is it a 
destruction of property 
that should have conse-
quences followed with 
it?
Graffiti can be found 
in almost any nook and 
cranny of our streets, 
sidewalks and tunnels all 
around the world. Dic-
tionary.com defines graf-
fiti as “writing or draw-
ings scribbled, scratched 
or sprayed illicitly on a 
wall or other surface in a 
public place.”
Graffiti is usually cre-
ated through a few cans 
of spray paint and a cre-
ative mind. Graffiti can 
be traced back all the 
way to the earliest eras of 
cavemen and the many 
cave drawings that have 
been found around the 
world. These cave paint-
ings have been seen as 
a way for people of the 
era to tell stories of their 
travels and encounters 
along the way. Explorers 
Since Donald Trump 
has been elected presi-
dent, the nation has been 
wondering, when exactly 
is he going to make Amer-
ica great again? So far, he 
has yet to fulfill any of his 
campaign promises, but 
his supporters continue 
to have high expectations. 
Unfortunately, some of 
their responses to the pres-
idential election have been 
troubling, to say the least. 
On Nov. 19, 2016, Rich-
ard B. Spencer, leader of 
the Alt-Right movement 
known for promoting 
white nationalist views, 
gave a speech in which he 
made known, in no un-
certain terms, his support 
for Trump and the oppor-
tunity America has today 
to revert back to what he 
calls, a “White America.” 
In his speech, Spencer stat-
ed, “America was, until this 
past generation, a white 
country designed for our-
selves and our posterity. It 
is our creation, it is our in-
heritance, and it belongs to 
us.” Afterward, the audi-
ence gave cheers in agree-
ment and Nazi salutes. 
Spencer exclaimed, “Hail 
Trump, hail our people, 
hail victory!”
People like Spencer are 
exactly what’s wrong with 
America. The division be-
tween race and class, the 
racial tension in society 
and the hateful views im-
posed upon the next gener-
ation are caused by people 
who think this way. This 
unnecessary struggle is 
caused by people who are 
ignorant and misguided 
enough to think the color 
of your skin defines your 
worth.
Consequently, Spencer 
and others like him feel 
more confident now to 
spout their racist views be-
cause of who Trump is and 
how he presents himself. 
While Trump’s platform 
may seem inviting, the ex-
ecution and presentation of 
his views has brought out 
the worst in people.
Admittedly, a lot of 
what Trump’s campaign 
was characterized by: 
changing the way money 
drives political decisions, 
establishing a stronger 
economy and building a 
stronger and more viable 
military which was allur-
ing to me. I believe in most 
conservative views and his 
Elizabeth Fequiere is a staff writer for  
The Dakota Student. She can be reached 
at  elizabeth.fequiere@und.edu
platform seemed to epito-
mize, more or less what 
the conservative party is 
all about. Trump’s mes-
sage and his platform are 
based on principles that I 
think can be beneficial to 
our country, but it’s hard to 
see the positive side when 
Trump supporters give 
speeches like Spencer did.
There’s a big difference 
between a movement and 
its supporters. It’s difficult 
to see past the people who 
follow Trump and pro-
claim their loyalty while 
also pushing their own 
agenda. All you can think 
ate words, images and 
symbols that are being 
shown on to these streets 
is ever increasing. These 
rebellious folk have of 
potentially destroy-
ing property with curse 
words, images convey-
ing inappropriate ac-
tions, images or gang 
symbols which may not 
be noticed but only by 
fellow gang members. 
These examples of graf-
fiti make it hard for peo-
ple to enjoy graffiti with-
out relating the images 
back to delinquents.
There have been a 
few instances where 
graffiti is a very large 
controversy among al-
ready controversial top-
ics occurring in our na-
tion. 
One example of this 
is the Sandra Bland me-
morial mural that was 
created by two Canadian 
artists in memory of San-
dra Bland. The death of 
Bland made members of 
Black Lives Matter unite 
and hold remembrance 
towards her death. 
Only a few short 
hours after the mural 
was created, an unknown 
person painted “All 
Lives Matter” over the 
mural, which sparked 
much controversy. This 
is only one example of 
how graffiti is able stir 
up controversial topics 
already surfacing in our 
day to day life.  
What’s your opinion 
on graffiti? Is it a great 
example of modern art 
which is able to be con-
veyed to all who pass 
by? Or is it seen as a 
public nuisance which 
is a defacement of prop-
erty and graphic images 
not meant for the public 
eye? 
Many different ages, 
genders, cultures and 
everyone far and be-
tween has an opinion 
about graffiti. Seeing it 
on trains or under bridg-
es around the Grand 
Forks area is a regular 
occurrence, and we are 
exposed to the subject 
everyday.
Next time you are 
sitting waiting for the 
train to pass, stop and 
take a look at the im-
ages that appear on our 
local trains or locations 
around the area. Seeing 
graffiti on a bridge or in 
a rather peculiar place 
where it looks like no 
person could possibly 
reach always leaves me 
with the same lingering 
question. 
How in the world 
did they actually get up 
there?
is, “I can’t support Trump 
because people who sup-
port Trump believe in 
white supremacy and de-
spise the values this coun-
try was built on.” 
You could hear Spen-
cer’s speech and just write 
off Trump entirely because 
the people who back him 
say such abysmal things 
but I think that might be 
a mistake. It would negate 
all of the positive things, 
Trump and his administra-
tion could do for America. 
Trump is a different 
kind of candidate, to say the 
least. He has always been a 
businessman. He made his 
fortune and knows how to 
make money efficiently. 
He has a unique oppor-
tunity to improve the lives 
of all Americans, if not by 
touching their hearts, then 
by filling their bank ac-
counts. And, although he 
probably can’t change the 
way he’s perceived because 
there will always be voters 
who feel he doesn’t belong 
in office, he can prove them 
wrong. He can show that 
he doesn’t support views 
that isolate the majority 
of Americans. He’s a man 
who is more concerned 
with the economy and less 
concerned with public rela-
tions, and, at the very least, 
he’s qualified to cut gov-
ernment spending.
It’s his accomplish-
ments that can be remem-
bered. If he wanted, he 
could go down in history 
as the one politician who 
actually fulfills his cam-
paign promises. I choose to 
believe that some good will 
come out of a Trump presi-
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In the past three weeks, 
we have had a series of 
seemingly bizarre legisla-
tive debate in the state of 
North Dakota, including but 
not limited to; forcing your 
computer to be labeled as an 
adult video device, a tax in-
crease from a governor who 
promised no new taxes, and 
last but not least, the ability 
to literally run people over 
on roads with no liability. 
Yes, you are reading that 
last one correctly. We could 
potentially live in a state 
which is less strict about 
running over pedestrians 
than the game Grand Theft 
Auto.
Clearly, this law is bi-
zarre, but it shows a con-
cerning trend across all 
states highlighting how 
supermajorities (Congress 
dominated by one political 
party) are a nightmare for 
the public. As legislators 
lose the necessity to argue 
with the opposing political 
party, they get increasingly 
radical in their laws, lead-
ing to a runaway feedback 
loop in which one bad idea 
gets through committee as 
a result of partisan politics 
rather than common sense. 
Traditionally, a legis-
lature is supposed to have 
some opposition in repre-
sentative democracies, with 
each political party having 
some influence over the 
crafting of policy, whether 
that be objections in commit-
tee or the ability to filibuster 
until a certain threshold of 
support is met. However 
legislatures with superma-
jorities have no such checks 
on the power. Legislators 
of the same political party 
are naturally disinclined 
to object to laws written by 
members of the same party, 
as it’s the party leaders that 
determine political appoint-
ments and advancements, 
and the stigma of becoming 
a maverick can kill a politi-
cal career before it has ever 
really begun. Unfortunately, 
this is the reality when a sin-
gular party is, for all intents 
and purposes, the only par-
ty whose opinion matters. 
When compared to leg-
islatures that are mixed, we 
see a greater tendency to go 
against the grain due to the 
decreased liability of oppos-
ing the party, as one begins 
to see three factions emerge 
the closer the legislature is 
split; from Party A versus 
Party B to Party A versus 
Moderates versus Party B.
There is no better exam-
ple in this state of the decline 
of the moderates than the 
“run over pedestrians” law 
which is set to be debated 
soon. At no point should any 
reasonable person in com-
mittee think “This is good, I 
think this is a great idea.” In-
stead, it should have point-
ed out the numerous flaws 
with creating a law that  al-
lows people to play tag with 
cars.
The law is also clearly 
rooted in a political agenda 
to stop the Standing Rock 
protesters from doing things 
such as blocking the roads 
and as a result hindering 
emergency services, which 
while itself is not a bad idea 
objectively, could have been 
achieved in a much more 
nuanced way typical of 
moderate legislation versus 
extremism. 
While I think most peo-
ple are accepting of the fact 
that blocking the highway 
is not a legitimate form of 
protest, and some protec-
tions must be given to driv-
ers who may not be able to 
bring their vehicle from 80 
to 0 mph as a result of ice, 
this law is like using an M16 
to kill a cockroach. Sure you 
solved the cockroach prob-
lem, but you just shot your 
neighbor’s dog through the 
wall. 
As an example of an al-
ternative, a law could have 
exempted only emergency 
services, or added an at-
tempt to stop provision, 
which waives liability only 
in cases of emergency, or 
when an individual makes 
a good faith attempt to stop 
their vehicle before hitting 
the person on the roads, but 
due to nobody being will-
ing or able to stand up to the 
party for fear of losing their 
political power, we instead 
get this nightmare of a law.
The last two issues we 
are going to discuss is the 
unintended consequences of 
this law of right of way, and 
pragmatic examples of the 
dumb laws effect on Grand 
Forks. In general, the tradi-
tion has been that the lower 
the mobility the higher the 
degree of right of way. 
As an example, if a jetski 
and an ocean liner are both 
attempting to go through a 
tight pass, the ocean liner, 
being far less maneuverable, 
has the right of way and the 
obligation is on the jetski to 
correct and allow the indi-
vidual through. 




Legislators debate weird bills
“Any other provision of law notwithstanding, a driver of a motor vehicle who 
negligently causes injury or death to an individual obstructing vehicular traffic 
on a public road, street or highway may not be held liable for any damages.”
Dave Owen
The Dakota Student
Dave Owen is a staff writer for  the 
Dakota Student. He can be reached at  
dowen123455@yahoo.com
Elizabeth Fequiere is a staff writer for  
The Dakota Student. She can be reached 
at  elizabeth.fequiere@und.edu
least mobile are the most 
responsible, as opposed to 
the opposite. As an intuitive 
example we can all relate to, 
I will discuss University Av-
enue as the poster child for 
unintended consequences of 
this law. 
If an individual were 
driving to class, they are 
now no longer required 
to yield to you, and they 
would never have to brake 
should you be crossing, or 
attempting to cross the road. 
When an individual follows 
the new law inevitably hits 
someone, not only would 
they not be responsible for 
the damage done to that 
person’s body, they could 
also make the pedestrian hit 
pay for the damages to their 
vehicle.
Legal Disclaimer:  I, Da-
vid Owen am not a lawyer, 
and any interpretation of the 
law should not be taken as 
legal advice, rather the opin-
ion of myself. Such an inter-
pretation may or may not 
be correct, and the relevant 
portion of the law is quoted 
in this article. 
I do not recommend or 
condone any of the above 
actions, and am not respon-
sible should you attempt 
one of the actions described 
below and are faced with 
damages of any kind, in-
cluding but not limited to 
imprisonment or fiscal dam-
ages. 
I would recommend that 
you always consult with a 
lawyer to get the most accu-
rate and up to date interpre-
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Chuck Haga, a lecturer in the Communication department at UND, teaches a course on Tuesday, Jan 17, 2017. 
Communication has 
achieved department sta-
tus at UND. The change 
was brought on by stu-
dents claiming employ-
ers favored degrees from 
academic departments 
rather than an academic 
program. Departments are 
cited for having a better 
grasp on “academic and 
professional prestige.”
Although the upgrade 
is not expected to change 
the structure of the curric-
ulum or the courses in the 
new department, student 
opportunities are expected 
to increase.
Tim Pasch, Chair of the 
Communication Program, 
made the announcement 
via email.
“The fact that we are 
entering into this move 
in a position of academic 
strength as a department, 
enables far more dynamic 
opportunities towards en-
riching the student expe-
rience in the department 
of communication,” Pasch 
said.
Department status is 
expected to assist the re-
cruitment efforts for com-
munication degree-seek-
ing students for both the 
graduate and undergradu-
ate programs.
For faculty, the change 
allows the university to 
upgrade tenured positions.
The program will not 
only change its title, but it 
will also change real estate. 
The department is expect-
ed to move from O’Kelly 
Hall into the old School 
of Medicine building this 
coming summer.
“I am deeply enthu-
siastic that the expanded 
infrastructure that this op-
portunity will provide, 
coupled with formalized 
departmental status, will 
spur positive innovation, 
enhanced student enroll-
ment, University-wide col-
laboration, and generate 
opportunities to even bet-
ter contribute to the cam-
pus community,” Pasch 
said.
Part of the move in-
cludes renovations of the 
building. This includes the 
library space on the second 
floor to be transformed 
into a “cutting-edge, highly 
innovative instructional, 
research and teaching envi-
ronment highly focused on 
digital innovation.”
The process of reach-
ing department status is a 
lengthy one.
“This [transition] is 
highly significant for our 
academic unit, and repre-
sents the culmination of a 
concerted and dedicated 
series of steps that have 
taken place over the past 
eight years,” Pasch wrote.
 The mentioned eight 
years is in reference to 2008, 
when communication tran-
sitioned from the school of 
communication to the com-
munication program.
Since then, the pro-
gram underwent new 
bylaws and assessment 
plans, waves of new faculty 
members, a new graduate 
program and documenta-
tion for the process to go 
through.
The communication 
program’s proposal for de-
partment status was sub-
mitted at about this time 
last year.
“We have [been] trans-
forming the culture of the 




cluding fiscal), generating 
comprehensive reform in 
process and procedure, 
and enhancing the qual-
ity of teaching, research, 
collaboration and service 
emanating from the unit,” 
Pasch said.
Debbie Storrs, Dean of 
the College of Arts and Sci-
ences since 2013, had been 
a key player in the trans-
formation for communica-
tions.
“I am impressed with 
the collaborative work of 
the communications fac-
ulty and staff as you have 
revised curriculum, revi-
talized the graduate pro-
gram and developed TRP 
guidelines,” Storrs wrote 
in a letter to the College 
of Arts and Sciences. “You 
have recruited excellent 
faculty to the program… 
shar(ing) commitment to 
student success with strong 
numbers of majors and sig-
nificant total student credit 
hours.”
The common threads 
in all of this have been the 
strive for enhancing the 
quality of the curriculum 
as well as the ability to offer 
an environment for innova-
tive collaboration.
The field communica-
tions covers is one that in-
cludes the ever-changing 
trends and the utilization of 
technology in a world that 
continues to move faster. 
The prospective renovation 
on the old med building is 
meant to be the place for 
students and teachers to re-
search the digital platforms 
of tomorrow.
While the structure 
of the courses has not 
changed, department sta-
tus and the environment 
being created allows com-
munications to stack up 
with other colleges. Oppor-
tunities for students and 
faculty increase thanks to a 
title change many students 
may not have noticed.




Jacob Notermann is a staff writer for 
the Dakota Student. He can be reached 
at jacob.notermann@und.edu
New Community Journalism professor comes to UND
Sarah Cavanah’s pas-
sion for journalism and 
its instrumental role in 
informing our society 
is evident in the excited 
way she talks about ev-
erything regarding her 
writing — from her hum-
ble beginnings in high 
school to her various fel-
lowships, teaching  and 
professional experiences. 
“To me, journalism 
is a professional practice 
that is devoted to provid-
ing fact-based informa-
tion to people that will 
help them navigate their 
lives,” Cavanah said.
Growing up in a 
small Oklahoma town, 
Cavanah's family of 
teachers nurtured her 
zeal for learning. It was 
her mother, who worked 
as a typesetter at the lo-
cal newspaper, who in-
advertently sparked her 
interest in journalism 
that has led to her long-
standing education and 
career in journalism.
From a young age, 
Cavanah recalls going 
with her mother to work, 
and this early exposure 
to the industry led her 
to join the same weekly 
county newspaper as a 
reporter during her ju-
nior year of high school. 
When the editor for that 
newspaper left the job, as 
they often do to pursue 
other jobs in print, Ca-
vanah accepted the posi-
tion and began thinking 
of starting a career in 
journalism. 
Along with getting an 
undergraduate degree 
in anthropology, and 
with her mom’s encour-
agement, Cavanah got a 
second degree in journal-
ism and mass commu-
nications at the Univer-
Stephanie Hollman
The Dakota Student
sity of Oklahoma in 2001, 
she later got her masters 
from the same university 
and moved to the Univer-
sity of Minnesota for her 
Ph.D and graduated in 
2016. Now, she returned 
to her small town roots to 
continue her path toward 
a full-time professor po-
sition at the University of 
North Dakota.
With its single local 
newspaper and fairly 
small population, Grand 
Forks is an ideal place 
for Cavanah to teach and 
research journalism and 
reporting in small com-
munities. She began her 
position last semester as 
an assistant professor in 
the Communication Pro-
gram at UND, which re-
quires her to teach under-
graduate classes while 
also conducting research. 
In six years, she hopes to 
become a full-time, ten-
ured professor at UND. 
Six years is a long 
commitment, but with 
her background and in-
terests centered on news 
and information in small 
communities, Cavanah 
expressed excitement 
about spending her time 
in the North Dakota city. 
“Grand Forks is a 
great college town devot-
ed to learning and ideas,” 
Cavanah said. “People 
from all over the world 
are in a small city, and 
that causes them to learn 
more and think differ-
ently.” 
Unlike larger met-
ropolitan areas, Grand 
Forks is a smaller com-
munity whose journalism 
sources provide a slightly 
different purpose than 
those in the more popu-
lated areas. Cavanah ex-
plained. 
“In small towns, jour-
nalism is not just about 




sources in metro areas 
are often a site of conflict 
because differences in 
opinions are inevitable in 
large populations, jour-
nalism informs commu-
nities with more common 
interests in ways that are 
more centered on the 
wellbeing of the commu-
nity as a whole. 
Cavanah provided the 
example of a newspaper 
article reporting on the 
performance of kids in a 
local spelling bee. While 
some may call report-
ing about topics of this 
nature mundane or “not 
good journalism” as Ca-
vanah explained, these 
are the kinds of stories 
people are interested 
in reading and act as 
the sort of “community 
maintenance” that fosters 
relationships among its 
members. These stories 
provide for refrigerator 
journalism, which refers 
to the types of stories that 
people find so engaging 
and relevant that they 
want to stick to their re-
frigerator.
These timeless aspects 
make small-town journal-
ism vital to the commu-
nity, and unlike its coun-
terparts in metropolitan 
areas, it hasn’t seen a ma-
jor decline in production 
and subscribers follow-
ing the shift of journalism 
into the digital age. While 
some overlook this type 
of journalism, Cavanah 
sees it as an important 
part of the community 
and is looking forward 
to spending the next few 
years in Grand Forks be-
ing a part of it.
Stephanie Hollman is a staff writer 
for The Dakota Student. She can be 
reached at stephshollman@gmail.com
Classifieds
Leighton Broadcasting, A marketing company, is in search of interns for every 
department.
From marketing and sales to on air broadcasting to promotional events.
If you are eager, cheerful and want to learn and experience what it's like be-
hind the scenes of a marketing company, we want to teach you!!!!
Please send us an email and tell us what it is you hope to learn by interning 




dba 97KYCK, 1310KNOX Cities 104.3FM, 95.7 The Forks, and Z947 is looking 
for the next Radio superstar! 
Experience helpful, but not necessary , we will train the right person. 
If you're not shy, like new adventures and always thought it would be fun to 
be on the radio, you might be the person we are looking for. 
Send us your resume and cover letter to: 
tmayer@leightonbroadcasting.com
Local Moving and Storage Company (Kedney Moving Center)
Looking for friendly, hard working people.
Flexible scheduling with pay of up to $16/hour.
Stop by 4700 Demers Ave. for an application.
Must have valid driver's license.
Daniel Yun / Dakota Student
Sarah Cavanah is an assistant professor in the Communication department at UND with 
particular focus in community journalism and community information access
6 | Features
Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Located in the basement of the North Dakota Museum of Art, the NDMOA cafe off ers a wide 
variety of unique food choices for lunch.
Take a break from the usual lunch 
Trying to decide on a 
place for lunch, but tired 
of the same old options 
available on campus? The 
Museum Café could be 
just what you’re looking 
for.
Open Monday-Friday 
from 11 A.M. to 3 P.M., the 
Museum Café is located 
in the lower level of the 
North Dakota Museum of 
Art, behind Twamley Hall. 
The cafe serves aff ordable 
lunch items that are 
anything but mundane. 
While the menu isn’t 
extremely long, the cafe 
excels in quality and 
creativity. Their salmon 
BLT sandwich ($9) puts a 
high-end spin on an old 
favorite. Other interesting 
sandwich options are the 
artichoke and goat cheese 
($8), and the soppressata 
sausage and fi g ($9). 
Not feeling 
adventurous? The 
museum club is a tasty 
classic. Each sandwich 
is served with plain or 
parmesan kett le chips, or 
you can upgrade to salad, 
soup or grapes for an extra 
dollar. 
If a salad is more your 
taste, the cafe has choices 
for you: the mediterranean, 
caesar or chef’s salad for $8, 
$9 and $10, respectively. 
Add chicken for $2 or 
smoked salmon for $3. I 
recommend the salmon. 
Like most restaurants, 
there are a variety of 
dressings to choose from. 
Entrees include beef 
stroganoff  ($9) and a 
brown rice bowl ($8). A 
great vegetarian option, 
the rice bowl includes 
sweet potatoes, walnuts, 
spinach, dried cherries 
and avocados over brown 
rice, all tossed in their 
maple cider dressing. Add 
chicken for $2 if you think 
it needs a litt le something 
extra. 
For dessert, the creme 
brûlée will satisfy your 
sweet tooth, and for only 
fi ve bucks.
Maybe you just want 
to take a break from your 
busy schedule and get 
away from the crowded 
campus for a bit. Take a 
seat and enjoy a cup of 
the cafe’s signature roast 
coff ee for only $2.50. They 
also serve a variety of 
hot and iced teas, as well 
as fresh lemonade and 
sparkling water for the 
same price. 
There are also daily 
specials and soups that are 
defi nitely worth checking 
out. Specials are posted 
on the museum’s website, 
www.ndmoa.com. 
The menu, which 
changes often, is designed 
by NDMOA executive 
chef Heather Schneider. 
Schneider has had an 
extensive culinary career, 
working in professional 
kitchens on the west and 
east coasts, as well as 
Canada and Europe. 
What sets this place 
apart from the rest is the 
quality, atmosphere and 
service you get for the 
price you pay. During 
my visit, I got a delicious 
lunch (the salmon BLT and 
coff ee) for around $12. I 
don’t know about you, 
but I could easily spend 
the same amount at Taco 
John’s or McDonald’s, and 
my experience would be 
nothing great, save for the 
greasy comfort food. 
The atmosphere at 
the cafe is decorative 
and elegant, while at the 
Ben Godfrey is a staff writer for The 
Dakota Student. He can be reached 
at benjamin.godfrey@und.edu
Ben Godfrey
The Dakota Student Restaurant Review
same time comfortable 
and casual. The walls are 
adorned with paintings, 
the tables subtly decorated 
with fl owers. I mean, it’s 
part of an art museum, so 
it’s expected to have great 
presentation, right?
One thing I should 
mention is that it is small, 
with seating for about 20-
24. I imagine if it were full it 
could feel a litt le crowded. 
On the other hand, during 
my visit it wasn’t busy 
at all, and the small size 
made it seem cozy. 
The service was 
friendly, helpful and 
prompt. Granted, there 
was only one other table 
besides mine at the time. 
After your meal, 
consider taking a look 
around the art gallery. The 
North Dakota Museum of 
Art, created in the 1970’s, 
“serves as the offi  cial art 
museum of the state of 
North Dakota,” according 
to their mission statement. 
Operated primarily off  
donations, the museum 
collects and exhibits 
visual art works of the 
Northern Plains region. 
The organization also 
hold events, such as the 
upcoming 26th Annual 
Benefi t Dinner and Silent 
Art Auction as well as 
performances put on 
by the Myra Presents 
Concerts series. 
If you’re looking for a 
new spot for lunch that’s 
a step up from the same 
old-same old, the Museum 
Café is defi nitely worth a 
try. 
The brewery comes out with a new menu
Rhombus Guys Brewing 
Company released a new 
food menu Jan. 16, 2016.
The brewing company 
is located at 116 3rd S. 3rd 
St. in Grand Forks located 
right next to Widman’s on 
the other side of the train 
tracks. Built in 1891 as an 
Opera house, and then later 
in the 1940’s as Uptown 
Bar and Bowling Alley, the 
Brewery has incorporated 
its rich past into the making 
of the building and the 
menu itself.
 The brewery has been 
opened since Sept. of 2015 
with a small menu that 
was about a page long. 
From food like soft-baked 
pretz els and french fries 
(either regular or fi lled 
with beer cheese a pulled 
pork), to unique pub food 
like a croque madame 
(ham, mustard, gruyere 
cheese, beer cheese with a 
sunny side egg to top off  
the sandwich); and desserts 
like a homemade torched 
s’mores or caramel popcorn 
cheesecake.
The new menu released 
includes about 11 new 
options on the food menu. 
New items like brussel 
sprouts fried in maple miso 
as an appetizer, to a ribeye 
steak entrée served with 
asparagus and mashed 
potatoes, the brewery has 
a great variety of food for 
every type of taste bud that 
everyone h
With the new menu, the 
brewery also added two 
new beers on tap the same 
day that they released the 
new food menu. The beer 
is a special that Rhombus 
Guys released last winter as 
a special edition called dark 
matt er. Dark matt er is an 
imperial stout infused with 
local coff ee beans (Sumatra 
coff ee beans) from Bully 
Brew Coff ee. With ABV 
(Alcohol by Volume) at 10.3 
percent, the stout is off ered 
on either CO2 or Nitrogen 
(two diff erent formats; 
nitrogen makes it less 
carbonated and smooth).
Though the brewery just 
released a new menu fi lled 
with beer and food, more 
new releases are coming its 
way. With beer in the works, 
the brewery will be adding 
new beer (and seasonal beer 
from last year) to their menu 
in the next few months.
With specials almost 
every night of the week, 
the brewery off ers great 
discounts. Mondays are 
$3.00 pints all day and 
night long, Tuesdays are 50 
percent burgers served with 
fries, and Thursdays are 
$3.00 off  shareables. With 
deals like this, the brewery 
has something can satisfy 
any taste bud, from food to 
beer, or trivia on Monday 
nights and live music 
Fridays. 
With fun events and 
specials, the brewery plans 
to add even more to the 
restaurant and to both 
their menus; it is defi nitely 
something to check out at 
least once while downtown. 
Haley Olson
The Dakota Student
Haley Olson is a staff writer for The 
Dakota Student. She can be reached 
at haley.l.olson@und.edu
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Rhombus Guys Brewing Company is Grand Forks only microbrewery, located downtown.
Jack Harvey is a staff writer for The 
Dakota Student. 






The University of North 
Dakota men’s hockey team 
will be out for revenge this 
weekend against longtime 
rival Minnesota Duluth.
After a split against 
Miami (Ohio), the Hawks 
will look to take advantage 
of home ice against the 
Bulldogs. The two have met 
earlier this season when the 
Bulldogs were able to get the 
sweep at home. The sweep 
was also the start of UND’s 
six game losing streak.
The Hawks have 
remained steady all season 
with a record of 13-7-3. 
Shane Gersich has been a 
big factor for the Hawks 
this season leading the team 
in goals (16), plus/minus 
(+18), points (30) and tied for 
assists (14).
The Bulldogs have 
had a successful season 
so far. After last year left a 
sour taste in the mouths of 
many fans, the Dogs have 
provided elite level hockey 
throughout mid-January. 
                                                                                                                                               File Photo/ Dakota Student
UND sophomore Shane Gersich fi ghts for puck possession with Minnesota Duluth’s Nick Wolff  last season at the Ralph 
Engelstad Arena.
W Track/Field




1/20 @ 7:07 p.m.
W Hockey
@ Wisconsin
1/21 @ 1:07 p.m.
M Basketball
vs. Idaho State
1/21  @ 2:00 p.m.
W Basketball
@ Idaho State
1/21  @  3:00 p.m.
W Hockey 
@ Wisconsin





They currently sit at a 13-5-4 
record after splitt ing a series 
with St. Cloud State.
Alex Iafallo has been 
the big off ensive guy so far 
this season. With ten goals 
and fourteen assists, Iafallo 
leads UMD with 24 points. 
Goaltender Hunter Miska 
has also been strong so far 
this season. With 19 starts 
under his belt he boasts a 
2.20 goals against average, a 
.918 save percentage and an 
impressive 12-4-1 record.
This won’t be the fi rst 
time these two teams face 
off . The rivals have been in 
the same conference since 
1966 when they were in the 
original WCHA. The Hawks 
and Dogs have batt led a 
total of 233 times. UND has 
a huge edge over Duluth 
with a record of 144-80-90.
The record between 
the two teams recently 
show a very similar story. 
Stemming back to the 2012-
2013 season, the Fighting 
Hawks still continue to own 
the Bulldogs with a 9-4-1 
record. The matchup earlier 
this season was the fi rst 
UMD sweep of UND since 
January of 1995.
Both teams dropped 
a spot in the national 
rankings, with UND going 
from 7th to 8th and Duluth 
going from 3rd to 4th. As for 
the NCHC standings, The 
Bulldogs remain at the top 
of the pile with 29 points. 
Denver is all that separates 
these two teams with the 
Hawks sitt ing in third with 
20 points.
The two will look to 
move up in the rankings 
while the Fighting Hawks 
are out to prove the matchup 
earlier this year was a fl uke.
Puck drop between the 
Do you like to write?
Looking for an internship?





8th ranked and 4th ranked 
teams in the country will be 
Friday at 7:37 p.m. 
Fighting Hawks looking for redemption on home ice against the Bulldogs
If you grew up in 
a winter climate like 
North Dakota, there’s a 
good chance you had an 
outdoor rink experience 
not the experience like 
the one provided at 
Peter’s Ice Palace. 
Peter Elander, the 
associate head coach 
of the UND women’s 
hockey program, is 
trying to give children, 
students and even adults 
the best outdoor rink 
experience from the 
comforts of his backyard. 
“I grew up in the south 
of Sweden when you 
could never do anything 
like a backyard rink, it’s 
not like Winnipeg or 
Grand Forks,” Elander 
said.  “So when I moved 
here seven years ago we 
made a little rink and 
you learn a lot when you 
make an backyard rink, 
like the details that are 
so important, patience 
is important, but it’s the 
best playground for kids 
to be in.”
What originally 
started as a rink just big 
enough for his children 
has grown over the years 
and consumed his entire 
yard. Now, Elander puts 
the size to good use and 
hosts an annual “Winter 
Classic.”
“When we had the rink 
we decided we should 
have a tournament, and 
it’s getting bigger every 
year,” Elander said.
This year marks the 
fourth year of Peter’s Ice 
Palace’s Winter Classic. 
It has gone from a single 
tournament to  three 
tiers to accommodate 
everyone; children, 
student athletes from 
the women’s hockey 
program and adults.
“It’s for children 
my sons age, 12 or 13 
year old. They play in a 
tournament  with a lot of 
tears and feelings, they 
want to win,” Elander 
                      Nick Nelson/ Dakota Student 
Peter   Elander (center), associate head coach of the UND women’s hockey team and host of the Winter Classic, hands a puck to forward Charly 
Dahlquist Monday afternoon at his backyard ice rink called ‘Peter’s Ice Palace.’
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The Dakota Student. 
She can be reached at 
allysonmarie.bento@und.edu
                          Nick Nelson/ Dakota Student 
Middle: Dorci Medgyes and Kristen Campbell compete for the puck during the Winter Classic on Monday afternoon.   
Bottom: Amy Menke, a senior forward on the UND women’s hockey team, drops the puck during the Winter Classic at Peter’s Ice Palace on Monday, January 16, 2017.
         Friday, January 20, 2016
Peter’s Ice Palace
“When we had the rink we decided we should have a 
tournament, and it’s getting bigger every year.”
Peter Elander 
UND Women’s Hockey Associate Head Coach
said. “Then there’s the 
girls who want to skate 
and come out in this 
weather, they have their 
championship games 
for bragging rights and 
the adults is two on two, 
with heavy bragging 
rights on the line.”
During the women’s 
hockey tournament 
competition is intense 
with pride on the line, 
and there’s no shortage 
of trash talk. 
“It was nice to get 
outside and enjoy the nice 
day with my teammates,” 
sophomore forward 
Charly Dahlquist said. 
“I’d say our team is 
pretty competitive so 
the trash talk was pretty 
entertaining.”
The tournament is 
also a great place for 
players to step out of 
their usual elements in 
a game as teammates get 
a chance to play against 
each other. 
“Seeing everyone 
in different jerseys and 
competing against my 
teammates in a different 
setting than normal 
is my favorite part,” 
sophomore forward 
Rebekah Kolstad said. 
The player’s showed 
up in all their best 
jersey’s representing all 
different types of hockey 
programs from NHL 
to high school hockey, 
split into four teams 
of blue, black, white 
and no jersey and the 
tournament headed into 
full swing. 
The championship 
title and bragging rights 







was earned by the 
undefeated blue team 
and it didn’t take long 
for the gloating to begin.
“There was a lot of 
pride going into the 
Winter Classic, and 
coming out on top with 
an undefeated record 
was a pretty special 
feeling,” Blue team 
member Abbey Stanley 
said. 
Separation in the 
tournament doesn’t stop 
the team-first mentality; 
the athletes still 
remember what they’re 
showing up for.
“Getting to play 
outside and having fun 
with my teammates out 
of practice is great,” 
sophomore defenseman 
Taylor Flaherty said. 
“More importantly, 
supporting Peter while 
raising money for 
charity.”
Elander also makes 
sure the event benefits 
his community by 
accepting donations for a 
charity each year. 
This year donations 
from the Winter Classic 
were donated to 
Leukemia Lymphoma 
Society, but in previous 
years, donations have 
been made to other 
charities such as Doctors 
without Borders and 
the Canadian Cancer 
Society. 
“We always try and 
find a charity, the first 
year we had the Canadian 
Cancer Society,” Elander 
said. “We had a player 
whose dad, Rick Kohler, 
who passed away, so we 
made some donations in 
his name. Last year was 
Doctors without Borders 
and this year is Leukemia 
Lymphoma Society.”
At the end of the day 
the children have fun, 
the women’s tournament 
was won by the blue 
team, funds were raised 
for a good cause and the 
adults had the chance 
to unwind on a holiday 
Monday for another 
Winter Classic at Peter’s 
Ice Palace. 
